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Purpose of this Scorecard
Republicans for Environmental Protection (REP) is pleased to
release its 2008 Congressional Scorecard rating the performance
of Republicans in Congress on the vital conservation and envi-
ronmental protection issues of our time. This Republicans-only
Scorecard is an important tool for carrying out REP’s mission to
restore the Republican Party’s great conservation tradition.
Republicans can be proud that GOP leaders were responsible for
many of our nation’s landmark environmental laws and for pro-
tecting many of our national parks, wildlife refuges, and wilder-
ness areas.

As America faces serious challenges—climate change, energy
security, air and water quality, and many more—it is critical for
Republicans to rediscover the party’s conservation tradition and
embrace good stewardship of our country’s natural endowment.
Republican leaders must recognize that a strong stewardship
ethic is a core tenet of traditional conservatism, which requires
that we act in the long-term best interest of society and protect
the inheritance of future generations.

With this Scorecard, REP provides voters with a clear benchmark
to evaluate and track the performance of Republican lawmakers
on critical environmental issues.

How the Scorecard Works
We scored environmental votes that, in our judgment, were the
most important ones cast on the floors of the House and Senate
in 2008. Scores are based on the number of pro-environment
votes cast by GOP lawmakers in each house of Congress. The
grading scale is 0 to 100. Each pro-environment vote carries
equal weight.

Since we scored 10 votes in the House, each is worth 1/10th of
100, or 10. We scored 7 votes in the Senate, so each is worth
1/7th of 100, or 14.286. Each lawmaker’s score is rounded up or
down to the nearest whole number.

Scores can exceed 100 or fall below 0 because we also gave cred-
its or demerits for significant non-voting actions that demonstrat-
ed positive or negative leadership on critical environmental
issues. To ensure that floor votes always receive the prominence
that they merit, each significant non-voting action carries half the

weight of a floor vote. For each member of Congress, the total
number of these non-voting actions in each category (positive or
negative) cannot exceed the number of scored floor votes.

Absences are counted as a negative unless special circumstances
warrant an exception that is uniformly applied to each lawmaker
experiencing those circumstances. 

The special circumstance in the 2008 Scorecard was the presi-
dential campaign. Republican members of the House and Senate
were involved in demanding, time-consuming campaigns for the
presidency. In our judgment, the extended national effort that
major party candidates must undertake in order to run for presi-
dent warrants granting an exception for campaign-related
absences.

2008 Snapshot
The average score for Senate Republicans rose significantly,
from 27 percent in 2007 to 54 percent in 2008. Average House
Republican scores rose slightly, from 21 percent in 2007 to 25
percent in 2008.

R E P is proud of the strong leadership that a number of
Republican lawmakers have shown on important environmental
issues.

Senator Susan Collins (ME) has championed legislation to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and increase use of cleaner
energy technologies.

Representative Mark Kirk (IL) is a leading voice among House
Republicans for balanced energy policies and for protecting
Americans from air and water pollution.

Representatives Frank LoBiondo and Chris Smith (NJ), Dave
Reichert (WA), and Mary Bono Mack (CA) consistently vote
for strong legislation that protects America’s natural treasures for
future generations.

On the back cover, we identify the “greenest” Republicans in
Congress in 2008, those whose scores improved most from 2007
to 2008, and those with the lowest scores.

Find your GOP representative and senator(s) and see how they
scored!
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2008’s Greenest Republicans

Senator Susan Collins
REP is proud to honor

Senator Susan Collins of
Maine as the “Greenest
Republican in Congress” for
the second year in a row.

Susan Collins has been
ahead of the curve on energy
and climate issues since her
election to the U.S. Senate in
1996. More aware than many
of her colleagues about the
risks of global climate
change, Collins has been an
outspoken supporter of strong
action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions through conser-
vative energy policies to improve eff i c i e n c y, reduce
overdependence on oil, and diversify America’s energy
resources.

Collins has diligently worked at learning the complex
s c i e n c e of climate change and applied her knowledge to
lawmaking. She has visited Alaska and other polar regions
to meet with climate scientists and see firsthand the
impacts of climate change. In the 110th Congress, she co-
sponsored S. 280, the Climate Stewardship and Innovation
Act introduced by colleagues John McCain (R-AZ) and
Joseph Lieberman (I-CT).

Often going against the grain of party leaders, Collins has
opposed business-as-usual energy legislation that fails to
address security, economic, and environmental problems
caused by our current energy choices. She has co-spon-
sored bipartisan legislation to boost motor vehicle fuel
economy standards and provide tax incentives for purchas-
ing hybrid-electric and alternative-fuel vehicles. Collins
has supported a national renewable energy standard and
stronger controls on power plant mercury emissions.

Good stewardship of America’s natural heritage also is a
high Collins priority. She has fought to protect from the
environmental risks of oil drilling the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge and the Georges Bank off New England’s
coast.

The 111th Congress has begun a far-reaching debate on
climate legislation. It is vitally important that the climate
bill that eventually passes have bipartisan support. Senator
Collins will be in the forefront of efforts to make sure that
happens.

Senator Collins is an inspiring example of an environ-
mental leader. She sets a high standard for her colleagues
to follow. We are proud to count her among the members
of REP’s Honorary Board.

Representative Mark Kirk
REP had high hopes for a

young Illinois Republican
named Mark Kirk when he
first ran for the House in 2000.
He was the first congressional
candidate we ever endorsed,
and we are happy to say he has
fulfilled our expectations—
and then some.   

Kirk is the top-scoring House
member in REP’s 2 0 0 8
Congressional Scorecard. His
score of 105 is the functional
equivalent of Senator Collins’
score of 107. Each had a perfect score on votes and
received one leadership credit.

Kirk has been a steadfast champion of protecting the
Great Lakes and other bodies of water, keeping the air free
of harmful pollutants, developing cleaner energy sources,
and protecting America’s many natural treasures.

As a leader in the Tuesday Group, he is a strong advocate
for a “suburban agenda” that includes the good environ-
mental stewardship supported by suburban A m e r i c a n s
across the country.

Among Kirk’s top priorities is fighting threats to the
Great Lakes, including toxic pollutants, invasive species,
and wetlands loss. He has worked hard to reduce mercury
emissions from power plants, which is a serious public
health menace as well as a threat to the Great Lakes’
ecosystem. 

Kirk also has given high priority to energy efficiency and
developing cleaner energy sources. He has supported high-
er motor vehicle fuel economy standards and sponsored
legislation to expand use of renewable resources such as
biofuels, solar, wind, and geothermal.

America’s natural treasures have a strong defender in
Kirk. He has opposed efforts to open the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge to oil drilling, supported permanent pro-
tection of national forest roadless areas, and backed legis-
lation to give statutory permanence to the National
Landscape Conservation System.

Congressman Kirk’s independent voice for good steward-
ship is a powerful affirmation of the Republican Party’s
great conservation tradition. We at REP are lucky to have
such a fine advocate for our philosophy serving in
Congress... and as a member of our own Honorary Board.
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1. Energy/Building Efficiency 
An amendment to H.R. 3524, the HOPE VI Improvement
and Housing Reauthorization Act of 2008, offered by
Rep. Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV).
REP opposed this amendment, which would have
replaced mandatory energy efficiency requirements for
public housing with a voluntary provision. Vote #16:
Failed 169-240. no

2. Energy/Efficiency & Renewables
H.R. 5351, the Renewable Energy and Energy
Conservation Tax Act of 2008.
REP supported passage of this bill, which would have
extended tax incentives for energy efficiency and 
renewable energy, including renewal of critically 
important tax credits for the wind and solar industries.
Vote #84. Passed 236-182. yes

3. Public Lands/National Landscape Conservation
System  
An amendment to H.R. 2016, the National Landscape
Conservation System Act, offered by Rep. Steve Pearce
(R-NM).
REP opposed this amendment, which would have 
locked in existing grazing rights on NLCS lands and 
hindered the Bureau of Land Management’s ability to
protect soil, water, and wildlife resources. Vote #172.
Passed 214-172. no

4. Public Lands/National Landscape Conservation
System 
H.R. 2016, the National Landscape Conservation System
Act.
REP supported passage of this bill, which would have
given statutory permanence to the NLCS as a national
system of public lands with ecological, scenic, historical
and cultural values.  Vote #174. Passed 278-140. yes

5. Public Lands/Omnibus Land Protection
S. 2739, the Consolidated Natural Resources Act of
2008.
REP supported passage of this legislation, an omnibus
bill that packaged 62 public land protection measures,
including designation of the Wild Sky Wilderness in
Washington State. Vote #226. Passed 291-117. yes 

6. Agriculture
A motion to instruct conferees on H.R. 2419, the Farm,
Nutrition, and Bioenergy Act of 2007.
REP supported this motion, which would have instructed
House-Senate conferees to restore House-passed funding
levels for the Grassland Reserve, Wetlands Reserve, and
Environmental Quality Incentives programs. Vote #258.
Failed 140-274. yes

7. Energy/Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, Offshore
Drilling
A motion to instruct conferees on Senate Concurrent
Resolution 70, the Fiscal Year 2009 Budget Resolution,
offered by Rep. Paul Ryan (R-WI).
REP opposed this motion, which would have instructed
House-Senate conferees to authorize oil drilling in the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and offshore by 
assuming $2.02 billion in increased leasing revenues in
the budget resolution. Vote #321. Failed 185-229. no

8. Energy/Transportation
H.R. 6052, the Saving Energy Through Public
Transportation Act of 2008.
REP supported passage of this bill, which authorized 
FY 2008 and FY 2009 appropriations for public 
transportation grants for expanding and improving public
transit to meet increased demand, and for promoting
alternative fuel use in transit vehicles. Vote #467. 
Passed 322-98. yes

9. Water/Great Lakes
H.R. 6460, the Great Lakes Legacy Reauthorization Act
of 2008.
REP supported passage of this bill, which re-authorized
Great Lakes Legacy programs through 2013 and 
provided $750 million for contaminated sediment 
remediation and aquatic habitat restoration. Vote #615.
Passed 371-20. yes

10. Energy/Efficiency & Renewables
H.R. 7060, the Renewable Energy and Job Creation Tax
Act of 2008.
REP supported passage of this bill, which would have
extended tax incentives for energy efficiency and renew-
able energy, including extension of residential efficiency
credits through 2015. Vote #649. Passed 257-166. yes

United States House of Representatives

SCORED VOTES The pro-environmental vote on each is shown in blue at the end.



5Republicans for Environmental Protection’s 2008 Congressional Scorecard

Public Lands
Rob Bishop (UT), Chris Cannon (UT), and Steve
Pearce (NM) for efforts to weaken the National
Landscape Conservation System Act and block its 
passage.

Don Young (AK) for efforts to secure passage of 
legislation authorizing a road across the Izembek
National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska.

Energy, Public Lands, and Oceans
Paul Ryan (WI) for a motion to instruct House-Senate
conferees to adjust FY 2009 budget levels to assume
revenues from oil leases in the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge and Outer Continental Shelf.

John Peterson (PA) for a motion to recommit the
Comprehensive American Energy Security and
Consumer Protection Act in order to repeal an existing
125-mile moratorium on oil and gas exploration in the
eastern Gulf of Mexico, and to allow oil and gas leasing
within 25 miles of shore unless coastal states opt out
within one year of enactment.

Michele Bachmann (MN), John Boehner (OH), 
Gus Bilirakis (FL), Mary Fallin (OK), Dean Heller
(NV), Jim Jordan (OH), Doug Lamborn (CO), 
Robert Latta (OH), Kevin McCarthy (CA), Steve
Scalise (LA), and Adrian Smith (NE) for participating
in a media stunt flyover of the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge that was used to spread false information about
the refuge and promote efforts to open the refuge to oil
drilling.

Coastal and Water Stewardship
Vern Ehlers (MI) for introducing and winning passage
of the Great Lakes Legacy Reauthorization Act.

Jim Saxton (NJ) for introducing and winning passage 
of the Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation 
Program Act.

Mark Kirk (IL) for leadership in winning passage of 
the Beach Protection Act.

Energy and Climate
Dave Reichert (WA) for leadership in introducing and
winning passage of amendments designed to reduce
overdependence on oil for transportation, including
amendments to encourage use of plug-in hybrid-electric
vehicles and to boost funding for transit park-and-ride
lots.

Wilderness and Public Lands
Mary Bono Mack (CA) for introducing and winning
House passage of the National Landscape Conservation
System Act.

Mary Bono Mack (CA), Wayne Gilchrest (MD), 
and Dave Reichert (WA) for courageously opposing a 
poison pill motion to recommit the National Landscape
Conservation System Act. The motion was crafted with
language supporting basic Second Amendment rights,
which made it politically difficult to oppose.

Shelley Moore Capito (WV) for leadership in winning
passage of the Wild Monongahela Wilderness Act.

Dave Reichert (WA) for leadership in winning passage
of the Wild Sky Wilderness Act.

ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP CREDITS

ENVIRONMENTAL HARM DEMERITS

“In utilizing and conserving
the natural resources
of the nation, the one

characteristic more essential
than any other is foresight.”

—President Theodore Roosevelt
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Republican Members of the House of Representatives ✔ a pro-environmental vote X an anti-environmental vote

❉❉❉ identifies a member of REP’s Honorary Board NV     The representative did not vote; counts as an anti-environmental vote.  
P Several senators and representatives missed votes because they were 

campaigning for president. We are not counting missed votes against them. 

Vote #: 1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10  

Alabama

Alaska

California

Colorado

Arkansas

Florida

Connecticut

Delaware

1 Bonner, Jo X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 16
2 Everett, Terry X         X         X         X         X         X         X        NV       NV        X 0 12
3 Rogers, Michael X ✔ X         X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ ✔ 40 28
4 Aderholt, Robert X       NV         X         X         X         X         X        NV        ✔ X 10 12
6 Bachus, Spencer X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X 20 12

a l Young, Don X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X ✔ ✔ X -5 35 22

1 Renzi, Rick X         X         X         ✔ ✔ ✔ X ✔ ✔ X 50 28
2 Franks, Trent X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X 0 0
3 Shadegg, John X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X        NV        X 0 0
6 Flake, Jeff X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X        NV        X 10 14

4 Musgrave, M. X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         ✔ ✔ X 30 16
5 Lamborn, Doug X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X -5 -5 2
6 Tancredo, Tom X         X         X         X         X         X         X         NV       X         X 0 5

4 Shays, Chris❉❉❉ X ✔ NV       NV      ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 70 90

a l Castle, Michael❉❉❉ X ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 90 96

2 Herger, Wally X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 4
3 Lungren, Dan X         NV       X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X 0 0
4 Doolittle, John X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         NV       ✔ X 20 12
19 Radanovich, G. X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         X         ✔ X 20 8
21 Nunes, Devin X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         NV       X 0 0
22 McCarthy, Kevin X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X -5 5 2
24 Gallegly, Elton X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 12
25 McKeon, Howard X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 8
26 Dreier, David X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X        NV        X 0 12
40 Royce, Ed X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 16
41 Lewis, Jerry X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 20 16
42 Miller, Gary NV       X         X         X         X         X         X         NV       ✔ X 10 8
44 Calvert, Ken X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         NV       ✔ X 20 12
45 Bono Mack, M. X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X         NV       ✔ ✔ X +10 50 42
46 Rohrabacher, D. X         X         X         X         NV       X         X         X         ✔ X 10 12
48 Campbell, John X         X         X         X         X         NV       X         X         X         X 0 16
49 Issa, Darrell X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X        NV        X 10 8
50 Bilbray, Brian ✔ X         X         ✔ X ✔ NV       ✔ ✔ X 50 36
52 Hunter, Duncan P         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         NV       X 0 5

3 Boozman, John X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X 20 16 

Arizona

1 Miller, Jeff X         X         X         X         X          X         X         X         ✔ X 10 16
4 Crenshaw, Ander X         X         X         X         X          X        NV       ✔ ✔ X 20 16
5 Brown-Waite, G. X         NV       X         ✔ ✔ X         X         ✔ ✔ X 40 36
6 Stearns, Cliff X         X         X         X         X          X         X         X         ✔ X 10 16
7 Mica, John X         NV       X         X         X          X         X         ✔ ✔ X 20 8

Credits/Demerits 2008 Score    110th Congress
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Vote #: 1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10

Idaho

Georgia

8 Keller, Ric X         NV       X         X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X 20 24
9 Bilirakis, Gus X         X         X         X         ✔ X ✔ ✔ ✔ X -5 35 34
10 Young, “Bill” X         X         X         ✔ ✔ ✔ X ✔ ✔ X 50 48
12 Putnam, Adam X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 12
13 Buchanan, Vern X ✔ X ✔ ✔ X ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 70 52
14 Mack, Connie X         X         X         ✔ X         X         NV       X         X         X 10 12
15 Weldon, Dave ✔ X         X         X         NV       X         X         X         NV       X 10 8
18 Ros-Lehtinen, I. ✔ ✔ X ✔ ✔ X ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 80 64
21 Diaz-Balart, L. X         X         NV       NV       ✔ X         X        ✔ ✔ ✔ 40 36
24 Feeney, Tom NV       X         X         NV       X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 8
25 Diaz-Balart, M. X         NV       X         ✔ ✔ X         X        ✔ ✔ ✔ 50 36

1 Kingston, Jack NV       X         X         X         X         X         X         X        NV        X 0 4
3 Westmoreland, L. X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X 10 4
6 Price, Tom X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         ✔ X 20 16
7 Linder, John X         X         X         ✔ NV       X         X         X         ✔ X 20 8
9 Deal, Nathan NV       X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X 10 8
10 Broun, Paul X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X 0 0
11 Gingrey, Phil X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         NV       X 0 0

6 Roskam, Peter X         X         X         ✔ X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X 30 28
10 Kirk, Mark❉❉❉ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ +5 105 102
11 Weller, Jerry X         X         NV       ✔ ✔ X        X        NV       ✔ NV 30 28
13 Biggert, Judy X         X         ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ X ✔ NV        X 50 52
15 Johnson, Tim❉❉❉ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ X ✔ ✔ ✔ X 80 88
16 Manzullo, D. X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         X         ✔ X 20 8
18 LaHood, Ray X ✔ X ✔ ✔ X        X         ✔ ✔ ✔ 60 48
19 Shimkus, John NV       X         X         X         X         X       NV        X         ✔ X 10 12

3 Souder, Mark X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X ✔ ✔ ✔ 40 20
4 Buyer, Steve X         X         NV      NV        X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X 20 16
5 Burton, Dan X         X         X         X         X         NV       X         X         ✔ X 10 8
6 Pence, Mike X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X        NV        X 0 0

1 Sali, William X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         X         X         X 10 4
2 Simpson, Mike X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X         X         ✔ ✔ X 40 24

4 Latham, Tom X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         X         ✔ X 20 12
5 King, Steven X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 4

1 Moran, Jerry X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X 20 20
4 Tiahrt, Todd X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         ✔ ✔ X 30 16

Indiana

Kansas

Iowa

Illinois

Credits/Demerits 2008 Score    110th Congress
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❉❉❉ identifies a member of REP’s Honorary Board NV     The representative did not vote; counts as an anti-environmental vote.  
P Several senators and representatives missed votes because they were 

campaigning for president. We are not counting missed votes against them. 

Vote #: 1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10
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1 Fortenberry, J. X ✔ X ✔ ✔ ✔ X ✔ ✔ X 60 64
2 Terry, Lee X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         X         ✔ ✔ 30 24
3 Smith, Adrian X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         X         ✔ X -5 15 14

Nebraska

a l Rehberg, Dennis X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         X         ✔ X 20 16

Montana

2 Akin, Todd X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 8
6 Graves, Sam X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 12
7 Blunt, Roy X         X         X         X         NV       X         X         X         ✔ X 10 8
8 Emerson, Jo Ann X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         ✔ ✔ X 30 24
9 Hulshof, Kenny X         X         X         X         NV       NV       X         ✔ NV       X 10 12

Missouri

3 Pickering, C. X         X         X         ✔ X         X         X         X         ✔ NV  20 14

Mississippi

2 Kline, John X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X 20 8
3 Ramstad, Jim ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ X ✔ X 80 88 
6 Bachmann, M. X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X -5 15 6

Minnesota

2 Hoekstra, P. X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 4
3 Ehlers, Vern❉❉❉ ✔ ✔ X ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ +5 95 94
4 Camp, Dave X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 4
6 Upton, Fred ✔ X ✔ ✔ X ✔ X ✔ ✔ ✔ 70 56
7 Walberg, Tim X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 8
8 Rogers, Mike X         X         X         ✔ X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X 30 12
9 Knollenberg, J. X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X ✔ ✔ ✔ 50 36
10 Miller, Candice X         NV       X         ✔ X         X         X         ✔ ✔ ✔ 40 32
11 McCotter, T. X         X         X         ✔ X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X 30 24

Michigan

1 Gilchrest, W.❉❉❉ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ X ✔ ✔ ✔ 95 70
6 Bartlett, Roscoe ✔ X         X         X         X         X         X        ✔ ✔ X 30 40

Maryland

1 Scalise, Steve* X         X         ✔ X -13 12 12
4 McCrery, Jim X         X         X         X         NV       X         X         X        NV        X 0 0
5 Alexander, R. X         X         NV       X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 12
6 Baker, Richard+ NV        0 6
7 Boustany, C. X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X 20 8

Louisiana

1 Whitfield, Ed X         X         ✔ ✔ ✔ X         X        ✔ ✔ ✔ 60 44
2 Lewis, Ron NV       X         X         X         X         X        NV       NV       ✔ X 10 8
4 Davis, Geoff X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X 20 8
5 Rogers, Harold X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 8

Kentucky

Credits/Demerits 2008 Score    110th Congress

* Steve Scalise was sworn into office, May 7, 2008
+ Richard Baker resigned, February 2, 2008
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New Jersey

2 Heller, Dean X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X         X         ✔ X -5 25 18
3 Porter, Jon X         X         X         ✔ ✔ ✔ X ✔ ✔ ✔ 60 48

Nevada

2 LoBiondo, Frank ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100 96
3 Saxton, Jim❉❉❉ X ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ X +5 85 82
4 Smith, Chris ✔ ✔ NV       ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 90 96
5 Garrett, Scott X         X         X         X         X         X        X         ✔ X         X 10 16   
7 Ferguson, Mike X         X         NV       NV       ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ X 50 80
11 Frelinghuysen, R. X         X         ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ NV        X 60 76

3 King, Peter X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X ✔ NV       X 30 36
13 Fossella, Vito NV       X         X         X         X         ✔ X ✔ ✔ X 30 36
23 McHugh, John ✔ X         X         X         ✔ X         X         ✔ ✔ ✔ 50 58
25 Walsh, James❉❉❉ ✔ X         X         X         ✔ X ✔ ✔ ✔ X 50 60
26 Reynolds, T. X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ NV       X 10 12
29 Kuhl, Randy ✔ X         X         ✔ ✔ X         X         ✔ ✔ X 50 44

3 Jones, Walter X         X         X         X         X         NV       X         ✔ ✔ ✔ 30 44
5 Foxx, Virginia X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X 0 4
6 Coble, Howard X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X ✔ X         X 20 16
8 Hayes, Robin X ✔ X         X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ ✔ 40 24
9 Myrick, Sue X         X         X         X         X         X         NV       X         ✔ X 10 12
10 McHenry, P. X         X         X         X         X         NV       X         X         ✔ X 10 4

1 Chabot, Steve X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X 20 22
2 Schmidt, Jean NV       X         X         X         X         X         NV       X         ✔ X 10 16
3 Turner, Michael X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         ✔ ✔ X 30 20
4 Jordan, Jim X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X -5 5 6
5 Latta, Bob X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X -5 5 5
7 Hobson, David NV       X         X         ✔ ✔ X         X         ✔ ✔ X 40 32
8 Boehner, John NV       X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X -5 5 2
12  Tiberi, Patrick X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X         X         ✔ ✔ X 40 28
14 LaTourette, S. X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X         X         ✔ ✔ X 40 48
15 Pryce, Deborah X         X         X         ✔ ✔ NV        X         ✔ NV         X 30 20
16 Regula, Ralph X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X         X         ✔ ✔ X 40 24

1 Sullivan, John X         X         X         X         ✔ NV       X         X         ✔ X 20 8
3 Lucas, Frank X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 4
4 Cole, Tom X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X 20 12
5 Fallin, Mary X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X -5 15 6

1 Wilson, Heather X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X         X         ✔ ✔ X 40 32
2 Pearce, Steve X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X -5 15 4

New Mexico

New York

North Carolina

Ohio

Oklahoma

Credits/Demerits 2008 Score    110th Congress
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Republican Members of the House of Representatives ✔ a pro-environmental vote X an anti-environmental vote

❉❉❉ identifies a member of REP’s Honorary Board NV     The representative did not vote; counts as an anti-environmental vote.  
P Several senators and representatives missed votes because they were 

campaigning for president. We are not counting missed votes against them. 

Vote #: 1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10

Puerto Rico

South Carolina

Tennessee

Texas
1 Gohmert, Louie X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         X         ✔ X 20 8
2 Poe, Ted X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         NV       X 0 4
3 Johnson, Sam  X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X 0 0
4 Hall, Ralph X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 4
5 Hensarling, Jeb X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         ✔ X 20 16
6 Barton, Joe X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 0
7 Culberson, John X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 4
8 Brady, Kevin X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         NV       X 0 0
10 McCaul, Michael X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 16
11 Conaway, Mike X         X         X         X         X         NV       X         X         X         X 0 0
12 Granger, Kay X         X         NV      NV      NV        NV       X         X         ✔ X 10 4
13 Thornberry, Mac X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 4
14 Paul, Ron P         X         X         P         X         X         P         X         X         X 0 18
19 Neugebauer, R. X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X 0 0
21 Smith, Lamar X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 8
24 Marchant, Kenny X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         NV       X 0 0
26 Burgess, Michael X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         NV       X 0 0
31 Carter, John X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X 0 0
32 Sessions, Pete X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 8

a l Fortuno, Luis * ✔ NE        X       NE       NE       NE       NE       NE       NE       NE 50 30

1 Brown, Henry NV       X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X 20 16
2 Wilson, Joe X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 8
3 Barrett, J. G. X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         X         X         X 10 8
4 Inglis, Bob ✔ X         X         ✔ X         X        ✔ ✔ ✔ X 50 48

1 Davis, David X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 8
2 Duncan, John X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ 20 12
3 Wamp, Zach X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         X         ✔ X 20 16
7 Blackburn, M. X         X         X         NV      NV        X         X         X         ✔ X 10 12

* NE = Not Eligible Territorial commissioners are eligible to vote on some but not all roll call votes.

3 English, Phil X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X         X         ✔ ✔ X 40 44
5 Peterson, John X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ NV -5 5 8
6 Gerlach, Jim❉❉❉ X         X         ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ NV       ✔ ✔ ✔ 70 84
9 Shuster, Bill X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         ✔ ✔ X 30 20
15  Dent, Charles X         X         X         ✔ ✔ ✔ X ✔ ✔ ✔ 60 64
16 Pitts, Joe X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ NV       X 10 8
18 Murphy, Tim X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X         X         ✔ ✔ ✔ 50 36
19 Platts, Todd ✔ X ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ X ✔ ✔ ✔ 80 84

Pennsylvania

Oregon

2 Walden, Greg X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         X        NV        X 10 12

Credits/Demerits 2008 Score    110th Congress
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Vote #: 1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9    10

Washington

West Virginia

Wisconsin

Wyoming

4 Hastings, Doc X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         NV       X 0 4
5 Rodgers, C. M. X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         NV       X 0 8
8 Reichert, Dave ✔ ✔ X ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ X +15 95 100

1 Ryan, Paul X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         ✔ X -5 15 22
5 Sensenbrenner, J. X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         ✔ X 20 24
6 Petri, Tom X         X         ✔ ✔ X ✔ X ✔ ✔ ✔ 60 72

a l Cubin, Barbara X         X         X         X         X         X         NV       X       NV       NV 0 0

2 Capito, S. M. X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X         X         ✔ ✔ ✔ +5 55 42

1 Wittman, Rob X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         ✔ ✔ X 30 27
2 Drake, Thelma X         X         X         X         NV       X         X         ✔ ✔ X 20 16
4 Forbes, Randy NV       X         X         X         NV       X         X         NV       ✔ X 10 12
5 Goode, Virgil X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 8
6 Goodlatte, Bob X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X 10 4
7 Cantor, Eric X         X         X         X         X         ✔ X         X         ✔ X 20 12
10 Wolf, Frank X         X         X         X         ✔ ✔ X ✔ ✔ X 40 72
11 Davis, Tom ✔ X         X         ✔ NV       ✔ X ✔ ✔ X 50 52

Virginia

Utah
1 Bishop, Rob X         X         X         X         X         X         X         X         NV       X -5 -5 -4
3 Cannon, Chris X         X         X         X         X         X         X         NV       X         X -5 -5 2

Credits/Demerits 2008 Score    110th Congress

“For too long our party
has rejected environmentalism.

As the country has continually grown
to expect its leaders to protect the environment,
we have made ourselves absent from the debate.

With all due respect to the other party, it is not healthy
for our country to only have one set of solutions

to our environmental problems.”

—Representative Dave Reichert (WA)
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1.  Public Lands/Omnibus Land Protection
S. 2739, the Consolidated Natural Resources Act of
2008.
REP supported passage of this legislation, an omnibus
bill that packaged 62 public land protection measures,
including designation of the Wild Sky Wilderness in
Washington State. Vote #101. Passed 91-4. yes

2. Energy/Transportation and Budgeting
An amendment to H.R. 1195, the SAFETEA-LU
Technical Corrections Act, offered by Senator Tom
Coburn (OK). 
REP supported this amendment to establish a bipartisan,
bicameral commission to investigate the improper 
insertion of an earmark for the Coconut Road (FL) 
interchange into the conference report of the 2005 
transportation authorization bill after both houses of
Congress had approved the conference report. The 
project was a favor to developers and represented the
worst possible approach to transportation planning and
budgeting. Vote #106. Failed 49-43 (60 votes required
for passage). yes

3. Land Use/Flood Insurance
An amendment to S. 2284, the Flood Insurance Reform
and Modernization Act of 2007, offered by Senator
Roger Wicker (MS). 
REP opposed this amendment to expand the scope of 
the federal flood insurance program to cover wind 
damage from hurricanes, tornadoes, and other 
windstorms. The result would be taxpayer subsidies for
unwise, environmentally harmful coastal development.
Vote #117. Failed 19-74. no

4. Energy/Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
An amendment to S. 2284, the Flood Insurance Reform
and Modernization Act of 2007, offered by Senator
Mitch McConnell (KY).
REP opposed this amendment to open the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge coastal plain and the Outer
Continental Shelf to oil and gas drilling, encourage 
use of liquid coal technology, and promote shale oil 
mining on public lands. Vote #123. Failed 42-56. no

5. Climate Change
A motion to invoke cloture on S. Amendment 4825 to 
S. 3036, the Climate Security Act.
REP supported passage of the motion to invoke cloture
on the legislation, a comprehensive bill to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by up to 63 percent by 2050
through a cap-and-trade system, and to boost funding 
for low-carbon energy sources. Vote #145. Failed 48-36
(60 votes required for passage). yes

6. Energy/Efficiency & Renewables
A motion to invoke cloture on H.R. 6049, the Energy
Improvement and Extension Act of 2008. 
REP supported this motion to invoke cloture on this 
bill, which would have extended tax incentives for 
energy efficiency and renewable energy. Vote #150.
Failed 52-44 (60 votes required for passage). yes

7. Energy/Efficiency & Renewables
H.R. 6049, the Energy Improvement and Extension 
Act of 2008. 
REP supported passage of this bill, which would have
extended tax incentives for renewable energy and
authorized a new tax credit for renewable energy bonds.
Vote #205. Passed 93-2. yes

United States Senate 

SCORED VOTES The pro-environmental vote on each is shown in blue at the end.

“The real ‘inconvenient truth’ about climate change
is that some people are losing their rights and freedoms

because of the actions of others—in either the quality
of the air they breathe, the geography they hold dear,

the insurance costs they bear or
the future environment of the children they love.”

—South Carolina Governor Mark Sanford
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ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP
CREDITS

Climate Change
Norm Coleman (MN), Susan Collins (ME), Elizabeth
Dole (NC), and John Warner (VA) for sponsoring and
working to advance legislation to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions through a cap-and-trade system.

Renewable Energy
John Ensign (NV) for his efforts to break the log jam
over extending renewable energy tax incentives, which
included crafting and securing passage of a compromise
amendment to extend them.

ENVIRONMENTAL HARM
DEMERITS

Public Lands
Tom Coburn (OK) for obstructing passage of the
Consolidated Natural Resources Act, a landmark public
lands protection bill that would, among other things, 
designate over 2 million acres of Wilderness, protect 
the Wyoming Range from oil and gas development, 
and codify the National Landscape Conservation System
into law.

Lisa Murkowski (AK) and Ted Stevens (AK) for their
efforts to authorize a road through the heart of the
Izembek National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska.

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
Mitch McConnell (KY) for offering a perfecting
amendment to open the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
to oil drilling and allow states to authorize offshore oil
drilling in waters subject to federal moratorium.

Climate Change
James Inhofe (OK) and Mitch McConnell (KY) for
their successful efforts to block passage of climate 
legislation (S. 3036) and their role in turning the debate
on the bill into a partisan circus.

Coastal Development
Roger Wicker (MS) for offering an amendment to 
S. 2284, the Flood Insurance Reform and Modernization
Act of 2007, to expand the federal flood insurance 
program to cover wind damage, which would encourage
unwise and environmentally harmful coastal develop-
ment.

“We cannot become
the anti-science party

and succeed.”

—Utah Governor Jon Huntsman

Important questions for you...

Do you appreciate knowing which GOP
Members of Congress are environmental
champions and which ones are not? 

Do you like seeing Republican leaders 
recognized and praised when they cast 
pro-conservation votes and exhibit positive
leadership? Do you like seeing them held
accountable when they do not?

Do you believe that our government works
best when it seeks bipartisan solutions to
major problems, such as climate change,
clean energy, habitat loss, and air and
water quality?

Do you want to see the Republican Party
broaden its support and return to a 
winning message by rediscovering its 
environmental and conservation heritage?

If you answered yes to any or all
of these questions, please go to

rep.org
and make a donation to support

Republicans for Environmental Protection.

Your financial support will help
make sure that REP’s vital work

continues uninterrupted for years to come.
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Republican Members of the U. S. Senate ✔ a pro-environmental vote X an anti-environmental vote

❉❉❉ identifies a member of REP’s Honorary Board NV  The senator did not vote; counts as an anti-environmental vote.  
P Several senators and representatives missed votes because they were campaigning 

for president. We are not counting missed votes against them.

Vote #: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Republicans for Environmental Protection’s 2008 Congressional Scorecard

Alabama

Florida

Alaska

Arizona

Colorado

Georgia

Idaho

Kansas

Kentucky

Louisiana

Minnesota

Mississippi

Maine

Iowa

Indiana

Sessions, Jeff ✔ ✔ ✔ X X X ✔ 57 38
Shelby, Richard ✔ ✔ ✔ X X X ✔ 57 29

Murkowski, Lisa ✔ ✔ X X NV X ✔ -7.143 36 31 
Stevens, Ted ✔ ✔ X X NV X ✔ -7.143 36 24

Kyl, Jon ✔ ✔ ✔ X X X ✔ 57 29
McCain, John❉❉❉ NV-P NV-P NV-P NV-P NV-P NV-P NV-P No Score No Score

Chambliss, Saxby ✔ ✔ X X X X ✔ 43 24
Isakson, Johnny ✔ ✔ X X X X ✔ 43 19

Craig, Larry ✔ ✔ X X NV X ✔ 43 21
Crapo, Mike ✔ ✔ ✔ X X X ✔ 57 33

Brownback, Sam    ✔ ✔ ✔ X X X ✔ 57 40
Roberts, Pat ✔ ✔ ✔ X X X ✔ 57 29

Bunning, Jim ✔ ✔ ✔ X X X ✔ 57 29
McConnell, Mitch ✔ ✔ X X X X ✔ -14.286 29 19

Collins, Susan❉❉❉ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ +7.143 107 105
Snowe, Olympia ✔ X X ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 71 76

Cochran, Thad ✔ ✔ X X X X ✔ 43 19
Wicker, Roger ✔ ✔ X X X X ✔ -7.143 36 36

Allard, Wayne ✔ ✔ ✔ X X X ✔ 57 38

Martinez, Mel ✔ ✔ X ✔ ✔ X ✔ 71 40

Lugar, Richard ✔ NV ✔ X X X ✔ 43 48

Grassley, Charles ✔ ✔ ✔ X X X ✔ 57 48

Vitter, David X ✔ X X X X ✔ 29 14

Coleman, Norman ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ NV ✔ ✔ +7.143 93 62

Missouri
Bond, Christopher ✔ ✔ ✔ X X X ✔ 57 21

Credits/Demerits 2008 Score    110th Congress
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Nebraska

Nevada

New Hampshire

New Mexico

North Carolina

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon

Pennsylvania

South Carolina

South Dakota

Tennessee

Texas

Utah

Virginia

Wyoming

Gregg, Judd NV ✔ ✔ X NV X ✔ 43 57
Sununu, John ✔ ✔ ✔ X ✔ X ✔ 71 67

Burr, Richard ✔ ✔ ✔ X X X ✔ 57 29
Dole, Elizabeth NV ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ X ✔ +7.143 79 38

Coburn, Tom X ✔ ✔ X X X ✔ -7.143 36 17
Inhofe, James X ✔ ✔ NV X X ✔ -7.143 36 10

DeMint, Jim X ✔ ✔ X NV X NV 29 14
Graham, Lindsey ✔ ✔ X X NV X ✔ 43 24

Alexander, Lamar ✔ NV ✔ X X X ✔ 43 38
Corker, Bob ✔ ✔ ✔ X X ✔ ✔ 71 38

Cornyn, John ✔ ✔ ✔ X NV X ✔ 57 24
Hutchison, Kay B. ✔ ✔ ✔ X X X ✔ 57 24

Bennett, Robert ✔ ✔ ✔ X X X ✔ 57 29
Hatch, Orrin ✔ ✔ ✔ X X X ✔ 57 24

Barrasso, John ✔ ✔ ✔ X X X ✔ 57 50
Enzi, Michael ✔ ✔ ✔ X X X ✔ 57 29

Hagel, Chuck ✔ NV NV X X X ✔ 29 24

Ensign, John ✔ ✔ ✔ X X X ✔ +7.143 64 50

Domenici, Peter ✔ ✔ ✔ X X X ✔ 57 36

Voinovich, George ✔ X ✔ X X X ✔ 43 38

Smith, Gordon ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 100 81

Specter, Arlen ✔ ✔ ✔ X NV X ✔ 57 62

Thune, John ✔ ✔ ✔ X X X ✔ 57 48

Warner, John ✔ ✔ NV X ✔ X ✔ +7.143 64 52

Vote #: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Credits/Demerits 2008 Score    110th Congress
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How they stacked up...
Best in the House in 2008

These are the top 12 out of 205 Republicans scored:
Mark Kirk (IL) 105

Frank LoBiondo (NJ) 100
Vern Ehlers (MI) 95

Wayne Gilchrest (MD) 95
Dave Reichert (WA) 95
Michael Castle (DE) 90

Christopher Smith (NJ) 90
Jim Saxton (NJ) 85
Tim Johnson (IL) 80
Todd Platts (PA) 80

Jim Ramstad (MN) 80
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (FL) 80

Worst in the House in 2008
Rob Bishop (UT) -5

Chris Cannon (UT) -5

Most Improved in the House in 2008*
Mark Souder (IN) 2007 Score: 7; 2008 Score: 40

Best in the Senate in 2008
These are the top 10 out of 49 Republicans scored:

Susan Collins (ME) 107
Gordon Smith (OR) 100

Norman Coleman (MN) 93
Elizabeth Dole (NC) 79

Olympia Snowe (ME) 71
John Sununu (NH) 71
Bob Corker (TN) 71

Mel Martinez (FL) 71
John Warner (VA) 64
John Ensign (NV) 64

Worst in the Senate in 2008
Mitch McConnell (KY) 29

David Vitter (LA) 29
Jim DeMint (SC) 29

Chuck Hagel (NE) 29

Most Improved in the Senate in 2008*
Christopher Bond (MO) 2007 Score: 4; 2008 Score: 57

*Starting with the 2008 Scorecard, only sitting members of Congress are eligible for "Most Improved" honors,  
in order to encourage continuing improvement in members’ voting records."


